STAINING INSECT WINGS,

After Peter’s session on staining insect wings, I spent about 3 weeks trying different stains on Honey Bee wings as I have plenty.

I tried adding a mordant to some of them and found some had mild success.

I found 5 stains that worked, some better than others.

I also discovered that time in the stain was a considerable factor, 10 minutes was no good.  I inadvertently left some in the stain over night, and the results were very good.

I used a lot more stains than the seven listed.

So here is a list of the stains that worked for me, in order of success:-

Lugol’s Iodine

Martius Yellow                                                             Orange G + Azophloxine (acid red)
Light Green + Eosin  (the eosin predominates)            Light Green
Orange G

Alcian Blue

All stains were left for 24 hours, then briefly transferred to IPA  to remove water then allowed to dry naturally, if heat is applied curling may happen.
All specimens were mounted in Loca  (I have a feeling that if a solvent mountant was used, leaching may 
occur).

All photos taken with my mobile phone  on ‘Picscanner’ so they are not exhibition quality.
Stains can be aquired from:  www.apcpure.com   or  www.magnacol.co.uk 

I am now about to embark on staining whole insects with Lugol’s Iodine.  

Andy
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